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A Hand for the Holidays

By: Helena Sun

 The holiday tunes are rolling out 
of the radio. The season chills and one 
can only dream of the much anticipated 
holiday season. But what makes a holiday 
special? Presents? Family? Kindness?
 At Montville High School, 
Student Government participated in the 
Adopt-a-Family program. They received 
a not-so-fortunate family, and their job 
was to add a little joy for Christmas. This 
year, their family had eight members. 
The goal was to shop in the best interest 
of each member according to their “Wish 
List”. Arriving at Target, the excitement to 
shop was infectious.
 “It was uplifting to buy nice, 
warm clothes for a three year old, and 
knowing we were all working together to 
make a family’s Christmas perfect made 
it even more enjoyable,” says Patricia 
Budiman, a sophomore member of Student 
Government. Apart from the school, the 
community of Montville gladly gives to 
its less fortunate members. The Montville 
Youth Service Bureau (MYSB) held a 

stocking drive for teenagers at Montville 
Social Services. Five and ten dollar gift 
cards were needed to fill those stockings, 
and the community gladly donated these 
gift cards to fill the stockings. It was an 
amazing drive to witness, and it shows 
that the citizens of Montville look out for 
each other.
 In addition to that, the Montville 
Leo’s Club also provided for a family. 
They headed down towards Walmart, in 
a race to complete each family member’s 
wish list. The Montville’s Leo’s Club also 
gladly partook in shopping for the Lion 
Club’s designated family.
 Money may be getting a little 
tight for everyone this year, but for the 
holidays, consider going out of your way 
to give to someone, even if it’s just a little 
bit. Every little bit makes a difference, and 
if we all give a little bit it can amount to a 
lot of happy families.

Student goverment students purchase Christmas gifts for a needy family.

Not Just Christmas
By: Brieanna Fuentes
 Winter means celebrating all 
sorts of holidays; many people think of 
Christmas, sparkling trees, stockings, and 
presents all wrapped up. However, around 
the world people celebrate a myriad of 
different festivals and holidays, each one 
as fascinating and unique as the last.
 On November 31st, the Japanese 
celebrate their new year. It is rung in 
by 108 chimes of the bells in Buddhist 
temples across the country. Houses are 
decorated, gifts exchanged, and feasts are 
eaten in this lively celebration.
 Kwanzaa is an African harvest 
festival celebrated during December 26th 
through January 1st. Families celebrate 
traditional values such as faith, unity, 
cooperation, and hard work. On January 
1st the house is decorated with fruits and 
vegetables as the families pay respects to 
their ancestors.
 Known as the “Festival of Lights”, 
Hanukkah commemorates the struggles 
of the Jewish people with the suppression 
and assimilation of their religion. It is 
eight days and nights long.
 For many countries, including 
New Zealand, Great Britain, Canada, and 
Australia, the day after Christmas means 
Boxing Day. Also called St. Stephen’s 
Day, people use this time to give gifts to 
the needy and less fortunate. This holiday 
is also jokingly called “Shopping Day,” 
because there are many great sales going 
on right after Christmas.
 Hogmanay, a Scottish holiday, 
takes place December 31st. “Hogmanay” 
literally means “last day of the year” and 
different areas have different traditions, 
including fireball swinging in Stonehaven, 
in the north-east.  
 The winter season evokes warm 
feelings of happiness for most of us. This 
season is looked forward to by everyone 
as a diverse number of holidays are 
celebrated across the world.  
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MHS SPORTS
Aiming for All-American

By: Paul Hanrahan

 Not many athletes in high school 
are given the honor of being called All-
American, but Jeffrey Tryon and Connor 
Leeman have both earned that honor 
through their hard work and dedication 
to the soccer team. They both will be 
recognized at the All-American banquet 
in Indianapolis.
 In the history of Montville High 
School soccer, four players have been 
named All-American, and it shows all 
the hard work and dedication put into this 
program from the coaching staff down to 
the players. The four All-American players 
from Montville High School are Anthony 
Occhialini, Tyler Leeman, and now Jeffrey 
Tryon and Connor Leeman. Having four 
All-Americans in the program’s history 
is a huge accomplishment, and it is not 
something to be taken lightly.
 Jeff works hard both on and off 
the field, and his determination is what got 
him to where he is today. He commented, 
“I’ve been working hard all my life to 
become the best player I could be, and 

now it’s all starting to pay off.” Being an 
All-American player is not something that 
happens in one or two seasons, but it is 
something that a player works towards all 
his life. Once someone like Jeff or Connor 
achieves this goal, it is truly something to 
be recognized.
 Connor received the title of 
Scholar All-American, which designates 
the players who have excelled both on 
the field and in the classroom. He is the 
second player in the program to receive 
this award, the first being his brother, 
Tyler Leeman. He still points to the fact 
that it was a team effort, and that this 
award was a success not only for him but 
for the people around him. “It just shows 
really how hard we worked this year as a 
team. Without the other guys there is no 
way I would have gotten the honor, so 
I would just give the award to the team 
more than to myself.”

Jeff Tryon and Connor Leeman have been named All American.

Girls Basketball
By: Meagan McAdams
 The Girls Basketball team set 
the tone for the rest of the season, with 
wins on both JV and Varsity. Wednesday, 
December 5th, at Science, Medical, and 
Sports Academy in Hartford, the JV 
team started the season with a 38-36 win. 
Sophomore Nicole Dutka scored two 
game winning baskets in the final quarter 
with two minutes left. The varsity team 
won with a score of 80-40. Junior Jamie 
Hill scored 24 points, and junior Cassidy 
Bundy scored 23. The team shows a 
promising future and high expectations. 
The Varsity coach, Wainwright, has the 
goal set for the team to win the division 
and state titles. The goal of junior Jamie 
Hill is “Run to the Sun,” meaning play 
the state finals game in the Mohegan Sun 
arena.  The team is determined and ready 
to win, with nine returning members, and 
five newcomers. “Basketball is the greatest 
thing that has ever happened to me in 
my life!” says sophomore varsity player, 
Nicole Dutka. With this much enthusiasm 
the team is pumped for a long season of 
wins. The girls have no doubt that the 
coach’s expectations will be fulfilled. 
Varsity starter, Cassidy Bundy, blocked 
eleven shots in one game alone. The team 
shows that the season this year is going 
to be a good one. “It’s very different this 
year, because we lost some great players 
last year, and have a small team, but that’s 
ok, we’re gonna do great!” sophomore, 
and varsity player, Taylor Lavallie says 
with pride. Seniors, and captains, Meghan 
Autencio and Rachael Orbe, are prepared 
to lead the team to victory. The girls feel 
that there’s no team that they can’t beat. 
Varsity coach Wainwright, and JV coach 
Alfonso congratulate the girls on their first 
win in Hartford. The coaches are proud, 
and excited that the season started out 
with such a big win. The girls’ basketball 
team has no plan of losing, just a long 
streak of wins, and maybe even the state 
title. 
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MHS SPORTS

By: Natalie Smith
 The winter season is upon us, and 
that means the start of a much loved sport at 
Montville High School: Winterguard. You 
may have heard of winterguard before, but 
you might not know what it is. According 
to the adult leader of the winterguard, 
Jennifer Kolwitz, winterguard is, “The 
visual expression of music through flag, 
rifle, sabre, and dance.” This year will be 
a bit different from previous years in order 
to protect the longevity of the program. 
There will not be an audition process as has 
been conducted in previous years. Instead 
there will be a few trial practices where 
the interested persons may come and learn 
basic moves to see if Winterguard is for 
them. This allows interested persons to be 
part of the program even if they have never 
picked up a flag before. When coming up 
with a list of reasons to do Winterguard, 

The Guardies are coming!

trying something new was at the top of 
the list, showing that the team welcomes 
newcomers to the sport. Also new this 
year is the allotment of eighth graders to 
participate further, widening the programs 
reach. In past years the Winterguard has 
competed all over the state and 
their show is different each year. 
This year, due to a later start, they 
will perform in less competitions 
and possibly perform at some 
half-times at home basketball 
games. However, they do plan 
to compete in a charity show in 
Plainfield where all proceeds go to 
the Wounded Warriors foundation. 
Winterguard is certainly an 
interesting sport that anyone can 
do. It does take a lot of work to 
build up strength, but it is very fun 

and entertaining to watch. The team hopes 
you are able to see them perform in person 
and see just how captivating this year’s 
show will be (even though the theme is 
unknown to everyone!)  

By: Rachael Orbe

 Wrestling creates a high pressure 
situation both on and off the mat. 
Becoming certified in a certain weight 
class is a difficult process. However, it’s 
important to cut weight in the right way, 
which means consuming the right calories. 
But after hard work and determination 
wrestlers are able to leave everything out 
on the mat.
 Despite the loss of two graduated 
state place winners, Dan Kurasz and 
Nick Bellerose, the MHS wrestling team 
approaches the 2012-2013 season with 
the eagerness and good work ethics of 
several key returning wrestlers including 
Ryan Murtha, Joe Rainville, Mckenzie 
Mahn, Kyle Looney, Jake Caskey, Jake 
Schmalz, Tommy Wynosky, Ian Concasia, 
and Stephen Rogers. There are also some 
important newcomers to the program: 

Determination Pays Off

Colin Flynn and Alex Ganoe. With a good 
mix of experienced wrestlers, limitless 
ambition, and room for improvement, the 
team is looking to set higher standards for 
the program in this upcoming season.
 The team is looking to improve 
their record from last year, but also send 
more wrestlers to the state open. “We had 
a very good season [last year] with only 
about four or five losses and we believe that 
we can lessen that this year,” says senior, 
Ryan Murtha. With several experienced 
wrestlers in the middle and heavy weights, 
it will prove to be the team’s strength. On 
the other hand, there are a few gaps in the 
roster, but “Our season will go very well 
if the freshmen and sophomores bring all 
they have in every match. I guarantee that 
winning a match [in order to win a meet] 
will fall upon their shoulders at some 

point this season,” states Murtha. 
 Having clenched their first 
win against Waterford on Wednesday, 
December 12, 2012, the Indians are on 
the right track to achieving their goals: 
improving their record from the previous 
season and sending more wrestlers to the 
state opens. It is a team effort that will 
get them to these ends, but it will also 
require a lot of personal commitment and 
determination. There is a lot of pressure on 
them, having had a very successful season 
last year, and they are hoping to improve 
upon their achievements. The team shows 
promise of overcoming these pressures on 
and off the mat, in order to have a stand 
out season.

Winterguard practices at Tyl Middle School.
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Band and Chorus Welcome Holidays

By: Lacia Japp

 The warm winter spirits of the 
Holiday Winter Concert serenaded its 
audience on Monday, December 17th in the 
Montville High School Auditorium.  With 
the background lit by a cheerful holiday 
display of soft red and green lighting, the 
music department regaled its listeners 
with a jolly selection of carols and other 
tunes.  The concert band had the place 
hopping with Folk Dances, Daydream 
and Old Scottish Melody.  The rhythmic 
percussion ensemble kept the beat going 
with a piece titled “Ran Kan Kan.”  The 
Beginner Band got to showcase their 
new musical skills with an assortment of 
holiday carols.  Jazz Band followed suit 
with the classic melody “Here Comes 
Santa Clause,” supplemented by year-
round favorite songs “Watermelon Man,” 
“Fly Me to the Moon,” and “Pick up the 
Pieces.”  Mr. Sindorf was smiling proudly 
throughout the performance.
 Not to be out done, the Montville 
Chorus took the stage under the direction 
of Mr. Cushing on Wednesday, December 

19th.  Laughter and smiles greeted the 
talented A Capella group when they 
launched into “Skyfall,” the theme song 
from the new James Bond movie. They 
also sang “It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye,” 
and “Steady Nation Army.”  Chamber 
choir made the auditorium echo with the 
soaring notes of “Still, Still,” “El Grillo,” 
“Lu Ley My Liking” and “Adoramus 
te.” The Concert Choir was quite a hit 
singing “Old Abram Brown”.  At the end 
of the concert the whole singing ensemble 
tromped in, wearing a rainbow of concert 
black to close with the traditional holiday 
special “Carol of the Bells”.
  This is the best part of the evening 
according to soprano Joan Miller, “The 
harmonies build and pulse until it really 
sounds like church bells ringing.” The 
ringing music sent listeners away with 
light hearts and the joys of the season.

Members of choir perform at the Holiday Concert.

Lincoln in Theaters
By:Lacia Japp
 On Tuesday, December 4th, 
two history classes gleefully escaped 
cramped classroom confinement to spend 
an enjoyable afternoon at the O’Neil 
Theater. The movie, Lincoln, featured 
Daniel Day-Lewis as the sixteenth 
President of the United States, a wise 
character with a humorous story for 
every occasion. Directed and produced 
by Steven Spielberg, this film guided 
viewers through the tumultuous end of the 
Civil War, focusing in on the struggling 
call for peace and the movement to pass 
the Thirteenth Amendment which would 
abolish slavery.
  Dillon Johnson, a student in Mr. 
Wainwright’s AP History class confirmed, 
“There was nothing outright wrong in 
the movie to the best of my knowledge.” 
(in terms of historical accuracy) Besides 
educational value, the movie provokes an 
intense emotional response, ranging from 
tears at the endless row of dead soldiers, 
to cheerful admiration as the politicians 
exchange insults.
 To the average patron, this film 
unveils a whole new dimension of “Honest 
Abe.” In order to get rid of slavery, the 
Constitution must be amended with a two-
thirds vote, therefore Lincoln must not 
only make deals for Republican support, 
but also bribe adversary Democrats 
with promises of appointed jobs. All the 
while he also deals with the questionable 
legality of his presidential powers. The 
great Lincoln is portrayed as an intelligent 
negotiator and eloquent speaker focusing 
all his energy on putting an end to slavery.
 Any movie-goer who appreciates 
the heartfelt struggle of a nation at war 
and the angst of a family crushed under 
enormous expectation will enjoy the witty 
script of this 20th Century Fox film. The 
movie is stuffed full of rampant symbolism 
and enough weighted quotes along with a 
multitude of laughable moments to keep 
both teachers and students fully engaged.
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By:Natalie Smith
 Fa La La’s have been ringing 
throughout the town as the holiday 
season draws near. The Montville High 
School Chamber choir (which requires 
an audition) has been caroling each 
weekend at various spots in and around 
the Montville area. 
 The chamber choir has been 
competing for the past few years in 
Annapolis, Maryland at a choir festival. In 
order to do this, however, they must raise 
money for the annual trek. By caroling 
at various locations including the mall 
and various grocery stores throughout 
the town, the choir asks for a small 
donation from bystanders in exchange for 
a few songs sung from the heart. At each 
location, songs including “Carol of the 
Bells” and “Here we come A-wassailing” 
are sung, much to the public’s delight. 

Here we come a Caroling

Hanukkah songs are also included in the 
set in order to avoid discrimination against 
non-celebrants of Christmas. By caroling 
in public the music department hopes to 
allow people to get a chance to hear the 
Chamber choir without having to commit 
to a long concert. The sweet voices of 
the choir certainly brighten 
up the grocery store and help 
people get in the spirit of the 
holiday season. In the mall, 
an even more public place 
than the grocery store, people 
from other towns besides 
Montville are able to hear the 
music makings of Montville’s 
choir. The sounds of the choir 
beckoned shoppers from the 
entire mall to come and listen 
to the choir even just for a little 

while. So far this season many people 
have been touched by the beautiful sounds 
of the Montville High School Chamber 
Choir and they hope that many more will 
have the opportunity to hear them as they 
continue to carol throughout the town. 

By: Paul Hanrahan

 As the magnificent aromas and 
tables of desserts fill the cafeteria, the 
students display their masterpieces of 
dedication and determination to be closely 
judges by several teachers. The Bûche de 
Noël is an annual cake-making contest 
held by the French classes, and it requires 
the volunteers to attempt to bake an 
exceedingly difficult dessert to produce.
 A Bûche de Noël, or Yule Log, 
is a long standing tradition in France. It 
is a cake which is made by first baking a 
square, flat cake. The filling is then spread 
on top. The most difficult part about 
making this cake is that it then has to be 
rolled up into a log shape, without falling 
apart or cracking. Frosting is then glazed 
over the top, and you have the basic 
Bûche de Noël. However, after the cake is 
baked there is a lot of room for creativity. 

Bûche de Noël

The top of the cake can be decorated as 
the students please, and different takes are 
seen each year. A stand can then be made 
for the cake, possibly showing a fireplace 
behind or a wintery background. This part 
of the design is left open to the students: 
there is no requirements. The majority 
of the contest is left up to the students’ 
choice, and this is what makes the Bûche 
de Noël such an exciting contest.
 This annual cake-baking contest 
at MHS started about 20 years ago, as a 
class project. However, more and more 
students got involved and it eventually 
formed into a tradition. One contestant 
who has done it for all four years, Hannah 
Houser, commented: “Every time I make 
one for the contest, I have to make one for 
my family, because they like it so much.” 
The Bûche de Noël has been a tradition 

at Montville High School for a long time, 
and it is loved by the faculty and the 
students.
 There is a good number of 
participants every year, and a lot of hard 
work is put into the cakes. This year’s 
Bûche de Noël is being held on Thursday, 
December 13. There are many teams 
already signed up for the competition, 
and it will be another exciting year. All 
students are invited to participate in the 
contest. It is a fun tradition, and it shows 
through the hard work and great efforts 
of all the contestants. Only participants 
are allowed in to the contest, so enter the 
competition and try your luck at baking 
this year’s best Bûche de Noël!

Caroling at the Crystal Mall
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OPINION
Required Reading: 
Predictably Tragic

By: Lacia Japp

 “They all die, you know.”  This 
lighthearted joke is used to make fun 
of the redundancy of depressingly dark 
tales high schoolers are forced to read in 
English class.  This prediction seems to 
grow more and more accurate.  Students 
fondly remember the popular reads in 
elementary school such as Riding Freedom 
or Catwings, where an entertaining plot 
left the reader feeling good and with a 
valuable lesson.  However, this feeling of 
satisfaction became increasingly scarce in 
middle school and has been completely 
lacking in the High School English 
curriculum choices.  In eighth grade The 
Giver left many with nightmares and The 
Outsiders brought classes to tears as they 
read about miserable lives and the death 
of a group of outcasts.  Freshman year, 
the Shakespearean tragedy Romeo and 
Juliet depicted the suicide of lovers, then 
Anthem was about a man who was almost 
killed for being smart and independent 
in a dystopia.  This year also brought 
the memorable quote, “Pet the rabbit – 

SNAP” from a story about a man who has 
to put down his best friend, Of Mice and 
Men, and To Kill a Mockingbird where an 
innocent man is shot for a crime he didn’t 
commit while he was trying to get home 
to his family.  Are the messages in these 
stories really what the world wants to 
force on an age group already plagued by 
insecurity, depression and serious doubt?
 During the sophomore year, the 
class reads Othello, where he strangles his 
wife, 1984 where people die for being in 
love, and Their Eyes Were Watching God, 
another story about how hard love is. 
“Classic Literature” does not have to all 
be depressing.  Shakespeare wrote famous 
comedies and Mark Twain wrote about 
adventurous boys.  Teenage readers need 
a break, and they are finding the stories 
very predictable.  They all have tragic 
endings.  Ask any librarian, a variety of 
books leads to a well rounded reader and 
a more enjoyable English experience.

Stacks of required reading books.

Extending School Days

By: Samantha Iler
 Ask any student and they will tell 
you that dragging through the 7:30-2:00 
school day is draining. Once class ends 
though there are sports, clubs, jobs, and 
a pile of homework waiting for them. 
With everything going on in a student’s 
life, it is not uncommon for kids now a 
days to be going to sleep well past the 
time they would need to if they wanted 
to make their eight hours. For thousands 
of students across the country though, the 
day is about to get longer.
 A new push amongst educators 
and legislators is adding an extra three-
hundred hours to the school year. That’s 
just over ninety minutes a day. The plan 
is to implement a trial run on low income 
towns and failing schools in the states of 
Massachusetts, New York, Tennessee, 
Colorado, and our very own Connecticut. 
While Montville itself is not in trial, the 
nearby New London school district will 
be. 
 How effective will this be though? 
In schools running an eight block day 
there will only be an extra twelve minutes 
per class. Now it might sound fine and 
dandy in a board meeting to add this time, 
but how many of those pushing for it have 
ever taught a class themselves? If they 
knew much of anything they’d realize that 
it’s already a struggle to keep a child’s 
attention for the time a teacher has to now. 
 Instead of trying to squeeze 
every last drop of daylight and half of 
the moon’s glow out of kids, why doesn’t 
someone implement a plan to make 
teaching more effective? It is no secret 
that there are thousands of teachers across 
the nation resting on their laurels and not 
working to the standards needed. Give 
these struggling towns better teachers and 
you might find that test scores rise. There 
has got to be a better way to burn money 
than keeping a school open and running 
half past necessary.
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OPINION

By:Meagan McAdams
 Between December 1st, and 
December 25th, how often is it that 
you can turn on your television or radio 
and not hear an advertisement for a 
“Huge Christmas Sale”? Almost never. 
Christmas is supposed to be a holiday of 
giving, family, and friendship, and the 
true spirit of Christmas. But where has 
that spirit gone? The day immediately 
following Thanksgiving—a day in which 
we give thanks for the things we have, and 
appreciate the little things—people are 
being trampled outside of stores, because 
the new iPhone just came out. Christmas 
has become more about getting everyone 
a gift, not because of the kindness in your 
heart, but because Christmas has developed 
a reputation.  Everywhere you turn stores 
are advertising more than they would any 
other time of the year, because they know 

Has Christmas become commercialized?

that all Christmas is really about to most 
people is the gifts. You see the movies on 
TV and hear the music all talking about 
the true spirit of Christmas, but does 
anyone actually know what that means? If 
you ask a child why he likes Christmas so 
much the answer will most likely be 
presents, not making a gingerbread 
house with dad. For most, Christmas 
has become one of the most stressful 
times of the year. You have to make 
sure you get everyone exactly what 
they want, and you can’t forget the 
neighbors, or Jim and Sally that 
live down the road, because they 
always watch your dog when you 
go on vacation, but maybe if you 
get your boss something nice there 
could be a raise in the near future. 
Christmas has lost its joy, and it is a 

victim of consumerism. Stores are waiting 
and preying on the people that fall for the 
trap we now consider a holiday. Christmas 
used to be full of cheer,and family, and 
friends, but now all that matters is what’s 
underneath the tree. 

By: Lacia Japp

 “Summer deserves to be fully 
off!”  This was the battle cry of one more 
student defending summer vacation.  No 
child wants to work in a hot classroom, 
but consider the downside to squandering 
one-fifth of the year between every grade 
level.  According to the Washington 
Post, students lose 2 to 2 1/2 months of 
math because they do not practice the 
material during the summer months.  The 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development proved this lax attitude 
is a cause of nationwide educational 
decline.  In 2009, OECD ranked the 
United States’ students against the rest 
of the world.   Our country scored 22nd 
for science, 27th for math and 33rd for 
reading while Finland boasted the 1st or 
2nd slot in all categories.
 America, the leading nation of the 

One Week Off A Month

world, has the power to stop this downward 
spiral by redistributing summer break so 
that the students only attend school for 
three-fourths of each month, meeting the 
same 180 day requirement. Think about 
it.  Most countries only vacation for seven 
weeks and yet American students take 
twelve weeks off (including Christmas 
and Spring vacations). Consider the new 
opportunities this arrangement would 
provide.  Academically, a “free week” 
would be inserted where struggling 
students could study or ask for extra help.  
Students could concentrate; boredom and 
behavioral issues would decrease.  But 
some students aren’t convinced, such 
as Stanley Kesilewski, who protested, 
“The break helps me through my busiest 
baseball schedule of the year.”  Any 
athlete could appreciate a week off for 

full days of practice time. Warm weather 
sports could be introduced such as rowing, 
sailing, or bicycling could provide new 
opportunities. Dillon Johnson brings up 
another valid point, “Most students who 
get jobs do so over the summer so they 
don’t interrupt school work.”  However, 
many employees earn more money 
working part time all year long rather 
than on a seasonal paycheck. A different 
set of hours would also limit competition 
between college kids and high schoolers 
for the low pay summer jobs. 
 American education is flounder-
ing, but there is no need to take away 
the students’ break.  The issue is not how 
many days kids have off, it is how many 
days they take off at one time. The only 
way to secure our nation’s future is to con-
sider changing the traditional school year.

Shoppers at Target prior to Christmas
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WORLD NEWS
Arsons in Montville?

By: Joey Weekly

 I’m sure most of us have all 
been to the new Oakdale Pizza location 
right next to Oakdale Country Market on 
old Colchester Road. How many of us 
remember when it was burnt down along 
with most of Oakdale plaza on September 
7th, 2010? And how many of us have 
heard about the recent fires in the town of 
Montville, burning down three houses in 
the recent months. 
  The local authorities were 
strongly suspicious that it may have 
been an arsonist who set the fire that 
burnt down Most of Oakdale plaza two 
years ago. There were no arrests made 
however, as not much of a trail was left 
to clue authorities in to what had really 
happened. After that there weren’t any 
other suspicious fires in Montville, up 
until recently. 
 There was a home in Montville 
on old Colchester road that has been 
burnt down three times within the past 
year, and evidence there strongly suggests 
that the fires were set by an arsonist. The 

owner of the house inherited it in March, 
and according to WTNH.com, family 
members of the person who inherited 
the house were upset over the fact that 
it had gone to that individual. The house 
was set on fire at first on March 17th and 
then again the day after on the 18th of 
March. These fires came directly after the 
house was put up for sale by the person 
who inherited it. The third burning of 
the house came recently, on Wednesday 
November 28th, when it was set to be sold 
about a week later. The local fire marshal, 
however, said he did not think there was a 
serial arsonist in town when he talked to 
WTNH news.
 The most troubling fire of all is 
probably the fire that burnt down a day 
care center on Old Colchester road. All 
of these fires seem to be happening in the 
same section of town, and happening to 
different buildings, several businesses as 
well as a home that was burnt down twice. 
Could there be a connection between 
them?

A possible arson in Montville

Holy War
By: Neil Schneeberg 
 These days when people talk 
about the “Middle-East” the immediate 
thought that pops into their heads is an 
image of religious violence. The place 
has become practically synonymous with 
holy war. The most controversial violence 
in the region stems from an anomaly: 
Israel, whose population is 75.4% Jewish 
and has a government similar to the 
U.S. Since its beginning Israel has had 
numerous wars between its two cultures, 
with the subtext of religious conflict 
fueled by the large disparity in religious 
identity among the citizens of Israel 
versus the countries that surround it. The 
most recent manifestation of this is in 
Israel’s conflict with militants in the Gaza 
Strip: a miniscule strip of land which is 
a part of former Palestine, and borders 
Israel to its east, and the Mediterranean 
Sea to its west. Israel conducts a land 
and sea blockade on the Strip in order to 
prevent arms struggling, but the blockade 
also has caused mass unemployment and 
inflated food prices, with 3 in 4 Gazans 
dependent on humanitarian aid according 
to Amnesty International. Conflict reached 
new heights in November when around 
170 Palestinians and 6 Israelis died. 
On November 18th, Israel issued an air 
strike on a home in the Gaza Strip which 
killed 12 civilians. The organization 
Human Rights Watch criticized Israel 
on the attacks, saying “Attacks in which 
the expected civilian loss exceeds the 
anticipated military gain are serious 
violations of the laws of war...” The onus 
is on Israel to explain why it bombed a 
home full of civilians and killed 12 people. 
Anyone who violated the law should be 
appropriately punished. On December 
8th, Hamas (The ruling government of 
the Gaza Strip) leader Khaled Meshaal 
held a rally where he said “We will never 
recognize the legitimacy of the Israeli 
occupation and therefore there is no 
legitimacy for Israel…” 
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By: Mallory Tassone
 This holiday season, Montville 
families are not the only ones who 
benefited from the generosity and giving 
by Montville High students. Local birds 
found themselves a little warmer and a 
little less hungry as well. As the inevitable 
cold of winter approached, more and more 
birds’ habitats were being replaced by 
new housing developments. 
 Students decorated the tree with 
environmentally friendly decorations to 
help birds and other animals who struggle 
to find food and warmth during the cold 
winter months.  The decorations included 
popcorn and cranberries strung on cotton 
thread and pine cones covered in peanut 
butter and birdseed, that will be replaced 
every few weeks through March.  The 
decorations serve as both a source of 
food and shelter for these birds during the 

Living Christmas Tree

holiday season.  The cotton thread that 
the decorations are strung on can be used 
by these birds to create nests and shelters 
from the cold.  Simply by decorating a 
tree, MHS students helped local birds to 
survive this season.
 Many people, students and 
teachers alike, are involved in 
making this Living Tree 
possible.  The teachers 
behind the operation 
are Holly Pierce and 
her co-advisors Julie 

Perry of the 
International Club, 
Jennifer Gregory 
of Friends of Rachel, 

and Joan Smith of the Environmental 
Club.  Together with the students of their 
clubs, these teachers brought together 

the community and make holiday 
celebrations possible for all the 
residents of Montville, including the 
area’s fluttering friends!

By: Meagan McAdams

 The students fidgeted in their 
seats awaiting the finale of the band and 
chorus holiday concert. The curtains 
opened, revealing the staff of Montville 
High School with instruments ready to 
play. 
 Music teachers Joshua Cushing 
and Trevor Sindorf orchestrated a 
performance consisting of the faculty that 
students never even knew had musical 
talent. This band had formed in earlier 
years after a chorus concert; Mr. Cushing 
was approached by fellow teachers 
wanting to play some music in their free 
time. The members of the faculty band 
include Dr. Phillips on banjo, Mr. Zyrlis 
on drums, Mr. Lang on Saxophone, Dr. 
Estep on piano, Mrs. Delaney on clarinet, 
Mr. Daly on guitar, and Mrs. Clark, 
Mrs. Baril, Mrs. Patten, Mrs. Clifford, 

The Faculty Band

Mrs. Laurencot, Mrs. Perry singing. The 
only words students used to describe the 
performance were “amazing, shocking, 
and awesome.” Band teacher, Mr. Sindorf, 
enjoyed being able to show the students 
the talent that their teachers have. Mr. 
Daly has a degree in guitar, and Mr. 
Phillips not only plays the banjo, but also 
many other instruments. The only way 
Mr. Cushing, the chorus teacher, was able 
to describe the performance was “It was 
so much fun”, and the students felt the 
same way. Sophomores Taylor LaVallie, 
and Emily Bigelow both feel that the 
performance “connected us” because 
it was such a fun surprise that everyone 
enjoyed. Choir students were practically 
spilling onto the stage from the sides of 
the auditorium trying to get a good view 
of the show. The performance was one that 

will never be forgotten. A higher respect 
for the faculty was developed when they 
showed the students that the subjects they 
teach are not the only things they are good 
at, much of the faculty excels musically 
also. “He is one banjo fiend!” exclaimed 
sophomore Benjamin Conover, referring 
to Dr. Phillips. The performance showed a 
solo from every member performing, and 
each followed by a roar from the students 
after their shock had passed. The teachers 
enjoyed themselves also. “I was terrified 
when it came to my solo! But it was fun 
nonetheless,” says Mr. Zyrlis who played 
the drums. No one had known the faculty 
of Montville High School had so much 
talent. The shock registered quickly and 
the students were dancing in their seats 
while watching in amazement as some of 
their favorite teachers jammed on stage. 
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Dinner and a show 

By: Natalie Smith

 On December 8th the sweet sounds 
of music and the smells of a delicious 
holiday dinner wafted out of the MHS 
cafeteria. These were the noises and smells 
of the Holiday Dinner which is put on by 
the Montville Music Boosters each year. 
The holiday dinner provides scrumptious 
food and some great music performed by 
our very own chorus and bands for a small 
fee to anyone who comes. This year a new 
ensemble, the beginner band, performed a 
few tunes. The beginner band is composed 
of students who have just begun their 
musical instruction on an instrument of 
their choice at the start of the 2012-2013 
school year. Along with the beginner 
band the Jazz and Concert band also each 
played a set of holiday themed music. The 
entertainment wasn’t just limited to band: 
the Treble, Concert, and Chamber choir’s 
also performed a set of their own carols. 
The band director Mr. Sindorf remarked 
that “It’s a great opportunity like our 
concert in February for someone to see all 
of the music department’s groups perform 

in one night.” The holiday dinner has an 
added bonus of a turkey dinner complete 
with all of the fixings made with love by 
parent and student volunteers. The holiday 
dinner is a great opportunity each year 
for students both involved in the music 
program and those who are not to rack up 
some much needed volunteer hours. The 
dinner truly is not possible without the 
help of the volunteers.
 Not only did the holiday dinner 
feature good food and music but there 
also was a basket raffle to further support 
the music boosters who do so much for 
Montville’s music program.  The holiday 
dinner is a great fundraiser for the music 
boosters to allow the music program at 
MHS to flourish, grow, and even travel, 
as is the case for the marching band and 
chamber choir. Overall this year’s holiday 
dinner was a success. The food and 
the music melded together to create an 
entertaining show. 

The MHS Choir performs at the holiday dinner.

Fight! Fight! Fight!
By: Samantha Iler
 The chant is being heard around 
the country as school violence is on the 
rise. On average there has been a rise of 
school violence by 13% nationally this 
year, and Montville High is no exception 
to this horrid trend. 
 Not even half way through the 
school year and multiple fights have 
broken out in the hallways of the school. 
Just like any school system the reason 
for violent encounters, both verbal and 
physical, vary. It would be expected 
though that after programs such as 
Rachel’s Challenge, students would take 
a step back and think before they act. That 
does not seem to be the case however.
 It is a generally feeling throughout 
the states that schools should be doing 
more to stop the violence. No wonder too; 
as many as 12.5% of students have been 
involved in some sort of altercation on 
school grounds. Here at Montville High 
there is peer mediation, a zero tolerance 
policy, counseling, programs like the one 
mentioned previously, and police and 
teachers manning the halls. It is hard to 
find something else that could possibly 
be done to curve the aggression amongst 
students. 
 Fall is reported as the most violent 
part of the year throughout the world. 
Whether due to sudden changes in weather, 
holiday stress, or complete phenomenon 
is unknown. Some school districts have 
ontemplated increasing police staff during 
the season. As we are safely out of fall, 
fights should decrease in atMontville 
High over the next few seasons, perhaps 
even avoided all together. 
 The good news is that school 
crimes involving homicide and rape have 
decreased drastically on the national 
scale. These crimes met their peak in 1993 
and have continued to fall. Montville has 
managed, and hopefully will continue to 
do so, to stay out of these statistics
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By: Joey Weekly 
 Many of you know about our 
new principal, Mr Theodoss. Most of you 
also know of his new changes such as 
the enforcement of the hat and backpack 
policy, and the new system of waiting in 
the cafeteria before school starts every 
morning. There is also another change 
that may go in to effect by the end of this 
year, and would impact the daily life of a 
student.
 Mr. Theodoss is thinking of 
eliminating one of the lunch waves 
and making two larger and longer 
lunch waves. This idea is still strictly in 
the brainstorming process, and is not 
anywhere close to becoming reality 
anytime soon. There are some kinks in 
this idea that must be ironed out before 
a test trial is run. First of all, it must be 
ensured that this possible change would 

Lunch Reform

not be any sort of contract violation for 
any employee, including teachers and 
cafeteria staff. Also, it would ensure that 
this move is okay in the minds of students 
and faculty. As always, cost is another 
contributing factor to this decision. Seeing 
as there would be a significant increase in 
the number of people in each lunch, 
the school would have to pay for more 
tables and chairs to accommodate all 
of the students in each lunch wave.
There are some good benefits to 
this idea however. For starters, Mr. 
Theodoss thinks we could get another 
whole hour of good focused learning 
time every morning if we push back 
the lunch waves. He says that he “likes 
the overall focus of the school up 
to 10:30”. After that, the school as a 
whole seems to lose the quiet focus it 

had previously, and the mood after lunch 
waves begin is slightly less focused.

Editors Note: This was about brainstorm-
ing ideas. No definite plans have been 
made by the administration regarding the 
changing of lunch waves. 

By: Mallory Tassone

  Montville High has 
recently made the search for a tutor in or 
out of the school system an easier task 
than ever before with the implementation 
of the Math and English after school help 
lab and the National Honor Society tutors.  
Students finding themselves struggling in 
their academics don’t have to look far to 
find the extra help they need with these 
resources being made available to them 
both after school and during lunches.  
Many students find they are having trouble 
understanding simply a few specific topics 
in one or more of their academic subjects 
and the tutoring options made available 
by the school are the ideal places to seek 
extra help.  Having both students and 
teachers available as tutors makes it easy 
for students seeking help to choose which 
option best suits their needs.  

NHS and Lab Tutoring

 The National Honor Society 
tutors are available Thursdays and Fridays 
during blocks three, four, six, seven and 
eight in the small lunch room in the back 
corner of the cafeteria.  The tutors have 
experience in every subject and are more 
than willing to help anyone in need.  Many 
of the NHS tutors have been in classes or 
had teachers that students come to them 
with work from, which makes it ideal for 
them to teach.  Having had experience 
with many of the teachers and classes at 
MHS the National Honor Society tutors 
understand the stress and work that 
students present to them and can offer 
tremendous help. 
 The Math and English lab is 
the other tutoring option recently made 
available to students at Montville High 
School.  The lab is open after school 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 
2:15 pm to 3:15 pm and is monitored 
by one Math and one English teacher 
daily.  Students looking for help in Math 
or English can attend the lab any day 
after school and receive help from either 
teacher..  Math and English teachers cycle 
through each week so that each teacher 
has a day in the lab, which means that a 
student looking for help may not receive 
it from their exact teacher, however, all of 
the teachers in the lab are willing and able 
to give help to any student who comes in.  
The teachers can help with homework, 
topics that students don’t understand, or 
help students study, and in the case of 
English teachers many are willing to read 
students’ essays whether it is for a college 
application or an academic class before 
the student has to submit it.  

Students get their lunch.
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By: Helena Sun
 You don’t have to be a musician 
to jam out to a symphony of percussion 
instruments. Montville High School’s first 
Steel Band was the idea brought upon by 
the band director, Trevor Sindorf, and a 
percussionist in the Coast Guard Band, 
Chris Smith. Mr. Sindorf played in a 
steel drum group for a while in college, 
and Mr. Smith is currently in a local steel 
drum group. The idea was brought forth 
to unite all sorts of people to one common 
passion: music. “It’s a great way to get a 
diverse group of people to play together. 
You’re intermixing cliques that wouldn’t 
usually be together,” Mr. Sindorf says.
So what exactly is a “steel drum band”? 
It originated from Trinidad, where music 
was created even though most people 
did not know how to read notes and 
rhythms. A certain melody was simply 

Stealing the Hearts of Music Lovers

taught by ear. The spread of metal playing 
Trinidadians was quick. They began to 
construct their own metal drums from 
large metal containers or pans. Hammers 
and mallets were created to pound on these 
shiny instruments, but if not, hands would 
always suffice! The steel drum eventually 
evolved to a convex shape with different 
angles, or sides, each representing a 
certain note.
A steel band doesn’t just feature steel 
drums. A variety of other instruments 
are used as well, such as maracas, bass, 
scratchers, guitar, and a drum set to pull 
everything together in a rhythmic beat.
Remember: anyone can join! Just come 
on in to the band room right after school 
on Tuesdays. It is an enjoyable experience 
you don’t want to miss out on.

By: Paul Hanrahan

 In elementary school, students 
learn the basic foundation of their 
education. It is necessary, therefore, to 
build this foundation strongly, with one 
on one help from the teachers. However, 
in a classroom full of 20 kids, this can 
be tough for teachers. The Homework 
Club was founded on the basis of tutoring 
elementary school students, and so 
help these kids get the most out of their 
education.
 “The purpose of the Homework 
Club,” Mr. Rousseau stated, “is to supply 
the elementary schools with groups of 
tutors, to assist young people with their 
academic needs, but who also need a 
social role model.” By donating their time 
and efforts, the students volunteering at 
the Homework Club are not only helping 
the elementary school kids with their 

Homework Club

academics, but they also provide the kids 
with a social role model. The kids see a 
successful high school student helping 
them with their math, and they look up 
to them. This inspiration motivates them 
to try harder in school, and to want to do 
well so that they too can have a successful 
future.
 The YES Club, Young Educator’s 
Society, headed by Mr. Rousseau, took 
over the Homework Club this year from 
a volunteer parent who had started the 
club and gave countless hours towards its 
success. It has helped many elementary 
school students both academically and 
socially, and it will continue to do so in the 
future. The Homework Club is an excellent 
way to give back to the community, and to 
greatly help the elementary schools.
 After the first Homework Club 

meeting, the club will not hold very 
many meetings, but the tutors will mainly 
use their time at the elementary schools 
tutoring the children. However, if you are 
interested in joining you can speak to Mr. 
Rousseau or attend a YES Club meeting, 
where the Homework Club will be 
discussed briefly. If many tutors join, the 
club will be extremely successful, and it 
can begin to help more than one elementary 
school. It is really a tremendous way to 
support the community, and new members 
are always welcome. If you’re looking for 
a way to get involved in Montville High 
School activities and make a difference 
in the elementary schools, the Homework 
Club is the place to be.


